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Payne, Frederick Arthur 

Private, 33394 
6th Battalion, Alexandra, Princess of Wales'  
(Yorkshire Regiment) 
formerly 2381, Suffolk Regiment  
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Thursday, 27th September 1917  
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Tyne Cot 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 22 years 

 

Members of two long established Long Melford families were married in the autumn 
of 1876 - Henry Frederick Payne and Ann Ambrose.  Henry Frederick was one of the 
eight children of Charles, a factory labourer, and Emma Payne of Hall Street.  Ann 
grew up in a confectioner’s and sweet shop, also in Hall Street. 
 
In 1881 Henry and Annie lived in West Hall Street, Long Melford.  Henry was in 
steady employment as a mat weaver and Annie was working from home as a 
dressmaker.  By 1891 the couple had three children: Ellen, Minnie and Charles, born 
14th October 1886, and Annie now ran the sweet shop. 
  
By 1901 the growing family was at 47 Burton End in Haverhill.  Henry was still 
working as a mat weaver, but Annie had returned to dressmaking.  Son Charles, at 
the age of 14, was a rope maker.  There was another daughter, Annie, together with 
two more sons –Frederick born 3rd June 1895 and Alfred born 16th October 1897. 
 
Frederick Payne grew up in Haverhill at 47 Burton End, Haverhill, with an older 
brother and sisters of working age. By 1911 Henry and Annie’s eldest son, Charles 
had left home to join his uncle in Manor Park, Essex, as a butchery assistant.  The 
younger sons, Frederick and Alfred were at home in Haverhill and had found 
employment as clerks.  
 
Frederick was a member of St Mary’s young men’s Bible class who worked as a 
clerk at Messrs F.C. Christmas and Co., Brewery. He apparently had a beautiful 
voice and often sang in Church and also to audiences in the Town Hall.  

In November 1915 aged 20, he volunteered in Bury St Edmunds joining the Suffolk 
Yeomanry as private, 2381. He was transferred to 6th Battalion, Alexandra Princess 
of Wales’s Own (Yorkshire Regiment) as Private 33394 and was posted to France in 
July 1916.   
 
The 6th Battalion, as a ‘service’ battalion, would have been occupied in digging and 
maintaining trenches, involved with communications and supplying the front line with 
ammunition and supplies.  Exposed to shelling and sniping, soldiers in the service 
battalions were equally at risk as their comrades ‘going over the top’. 
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The Regimental war diaries for the 6th Battalion Yorkshire Regiment tells us that the 
first three weeks of September 1917 were spent in the area of Poperinghe before 
they moved by rail on the 24th to an area to the north- west of Ypres. From there they 
marched to dug-outs on the banks of the Yser canal and on the 25th they took over 
front line duties. They were in shell holes rather than trenches and for three days 
came in for very heavy shelling. Twenty two of the battalion were killed on the 27th. 
 
Frederick was killed 
in action on the 26th 
or 27th September 
1917 and is 
commemorated at 
Tyne Cot Memorial 
near Zonnebeke in 
Belgian Flanders.  
He was 22 years 
old.  
 

(Photo courtesy of 

CWGC) 

 
 
 
 
He was awarded the Victory Medal together with the British War Medal. 
 

 
 
The In Memoriam announcements of 27th September, 1918 included two messages: 
 

In ever loving memory of Pte F Payne, Yorkshire Regiment, killed in action 
September 26th 1917… from his sweetheart 
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together with 
 

In ever loving memory … 
from his father, mother and sisters. 
 
 

 

 

 

Frederick is honoured, together with his younger brother, Alfred on the St Mary’s 

Memorial Plaque, a screen erected by fellow class members. 

 

 

Both of Frederick’s brother’s, Charles and Alfred, also died during the Battle of  

Passchendaele. They all served with different Regiments and whether or not they 

had an opportunity to meet each other or even knew they were all in the same area 

is unknown. Alfred who was a Private with the 3rd /10th Battalion, Duke of 

Cambridge’s Own (Middlesex Regiment) was reported as missing in action on 4th 

October 1917. Charles who was with the Lewis Gun Section, Northumberland 

Fusiliers was reported as missing in action on 26th October 1917.  

In the period of a month, their parents had lost all their sons; the sisters their 

brothers. 

 

The South West Suffolk Echo of 28 Sept 1918 marked the first anniversary of their 

deaths with a moving tribute from their parents and sisters  

 

On a far and lonely battlefield 

When the trees their branches bend, 

Lie three loving sons and brothers, 

Sent to their untimely end. 

 

We never knew the pain they bore, 

We never saw them die, 

We only know they passed away 

And never said, “Goodbye”. 

 

We loved them in life too little 

We love them in death too well. 


